
New American Lecture Summary 

 



Strategy Overview 
New American Lecture is a strategic way of lecturing. The strategy is designed to answer two 
questions: (1) What does direct instruction look like when applied to the teaching of declarative 
content rather than the development of procedures and skills? (2) How can incorporating what 
current brain research tells us about how to make information memorable improve the classic 
lecture format? In developing and implementing a New American Lecture, the teacher provides 
students with five kinds of support: 
 
1. To connect the learner to past knowledge and to build new connections, the teacher designs 
an activity that hooks students into the content and a bridge that links students’ initial ideas to 
the content to come. 
2. To organize and teach students how to collect information, the teacher provides students with 
a visual organizer that lays out the structure of the lecture content. 
3. To increase involvement and make content memorable, the teacher uses memory devices 
and active participation techniques. 
4. To help students process and integrate the information, the teacher conducts periodic 
thinking reviews. 
5. To help students apply and evaluate their learning, the teacher provides synthesis and 
reflection activities. 
 
Planning a New American Lecture involves five basic steps: 
1. Identify your topic 

● You need to collect and chunk the information. 
● In the planning stage, it is your job to collect the information you want your students to 

collect during the lesson.  
● The best way to collect information is to jot down key words related to the content. 
● After you have generated your information, you need to understand how it all fits 

together. 
 
2. Design the visual organizer (see figure 1.3 below) 

● Visual organizers illustrate how information fits together to form a larger picture. 
● Once you identify your content and explore how it all fits together, you can design a 

visual organizer that both you and your students will use during the lecture. 
 

3. Develop review questions (see figure 1.4 below) 
● As you make your plans to present information in roughly five-minute lecture sessions, 

decide on stopping points at which you will use questions to review material and engage 
all students. 

● By using an arsenal of questioning techniques, you create variety, arouse interest, and 
challenge students to move beyond their style preferences by thinking in all the styles 

 
 
4. Design the hook 



● A hook is a provocative question or introductory activity that attracts student interest, 
focuses thinking, and opens memory banks closely associated with the new topic.  

● In creating a hook, you should look over your organized information. What theme or 
concept unites your material? 

 
5. Develop a synthesis task (see Figure 1.5 below) 

● You may choose to have students integrate and apply the knowledge they have gained 
in your lecture immediately, or you may choose to put assessment off until a later time.  

● Because New American Lecture has the same instructional goals as a traditional lecture, 
you may choose to assess students’ knowledge with a comprehension test.  

● Alternatively, you may choose to have students complete a synthesis task in which they 
apply their learning to the creation of a meaningful product, or through a presentation of 
their work  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


